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Dear Friends,

What an incredible year it has been at CuriOdyssey—one marked by curiosity,
resilience, and possibility.

Every day, our campus buzzes with discovery. Children gather around our
animal ambassadors, ask big questions about the natural world, and test their
ideas through hands-on science. Families return again and again because
CuriOdyssey is a place where learning feels joyful, accessible, and alive.
Programs like camps, field trips, mentorship opportunities, and community
access initiatives continue to spark moments that can change how young
people see science—and themselves.

Equity and access remain at the heart of our work. Through initiatives such as
Museums for All, camp scholarships, Sensory Sundays, and partnerships with
schools across diverse communities, we are intentionally removing barriers to
participation. We are committed to meeting our community members where
they are and opening doors to science, wildlife, and environmental learning for
all, because curiosity belongs to everyone.

This year also reflected a period of change. As an organization, we embraced
these transitions with creativity and care. We commend our Board of
Directors for its thoughtful leadership and steady momentum, and our staff
and volunteers, whose ability to adapt, collaborate, and innovate ensure that
CuriOdyssey remains a welcoming place of wonder and belonging. 

Your generosity fuels programs, expands access, and empowers young people
with the curiosity, confidence, and problem-solving skills they will need in a
rapidly changing world. Together, we are building a future where learning is
hands-on, inclusive, and inspiring—and where every child can imagine
themselves as a scientist, a steward, or a changemaker. Thank you for being
part of the CuriOdyssey community and for walking alongside us on this
ambitious journey.

With gratitude, 

Ashish Motivala                                                  Melissa Felder 
Chair of the Board of Directors                     Interim Executive Director              
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We inspire a love for
science and curiosity
about the world to create
a brighter future.

O U R  M I S S I O N O U R  V A L U E S
Integrity: We do what’s right.
We consider safety in everything we do. We are accountable,
transparent, and respectful. We are committed to
environmental sustainability, conservation, and the welfare of
the animals in our care.

Creativity: We imagine a better way. 
We are innovative, curious, and creative. We value fun and
imagination. We create a better future.

Community: We are inclusive.
We value teamwork, transparency, and collaboration. We
encourage self-direction and empowerment. We design for
diversity, equity, and inclusion by centering marginalized voices.



BY THE NUMBERS
A serious science playground with real impact

volunteers contributed over 
377

12,900
hours of service, equal to an

estimated value of 

$448,800

visitors came to
CuriOdyssey this year

186,245 

90%
of our pre-pandemic

attendance

children engaged with
CuriOdyssey on our campus
and in schools, community

organizations, and at
community events

90,000

17,629
children, teachers, and

caregivers were served through
our school and public programs

CuriOdyssey offers free
admission and membership for
qualifying families through the

Museums for All Initiative.
More than 

9,580
received free admission and 

1,789
families signed up for a free

Membership for All



animals
63

species
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WILDLIFE
Accredited care, conservation, protection, and education

As an accredited member of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA),
CuriOdyssey collaborated with the AZA community this year to welcome
three azure-winged magpies. This acquisition marks our first intentional
addition of non-native exhibit animals and represents an important expansion
of CuriOdyssey’s role in global conservation. 

We also partnered with a local reptile rescue organization to add a ball python
to its Animal Ambassador Program. Known for its calm temperament, this
larger snake species is particularly well-suited for ambassador work, allowing
guests to engage more closely with reptiles while fostering understanding and
respect for these animals.

In addition, CuriOdyssey worked in collaboration with the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Wildlife Trafficking Alliance on two
separate occasions to provide temporary care for confiscated wildlife: for a
male kinkajou, held temporarily at CuriOdyssey and then transferred to
another AZA-accredited facility, and for a female North American raccoon
that had been illegally kept as a pet. CuriOdyssey was able to provide a
permanent home for this animal within its North American raccoon exhibit.

Visitor engagement remained strong across exhibits, with ducks continuing to
be a perennial favorite. Often familiar to children through books, toys, and
media, ducks naturally capture attention when observed in a live setting. The
centrally located pond within the walk-through aviary offers excellent viewing
opportunities, while the presence of multiple duck species contributes to
increased activity and vocalization, enhancing the overall visitor experience.

We welcomed 3 new
species this year: 

Ball Python
Azure-winged Magpie

Fulvous Whistling Duck



grants awarded to local
organizations for

critical conservation
work

5
CONSERVATION

To inspire hope to heal the planet through collaborative learning, action, and inclusion

CuriOdyssey serves as a 
co-leader of the American

Zoo Association’s 
Saving Animals from

Extinction (SAFE) Western
pond turtle program. The
western pond turtle is the
only remaining freshwater

turtle species native to
California.

CuriOdyssey's veterinary team provides critical health care for the animals
housed at our facility. In addition to our regular health check-ups for all
animals, we conducted 116 medical diagnostic tests as well as 98 exams on
animals presenting with a medical concern or requiring a follow-up exam. 

We consulted with veterinarians at 10 additional Northern California facilities
on cases that required additional specialty in radiology, oncology, nutrition,
and surgical treatment. 

Lastly, as a testament to CuriOdyssey's dedication to optimizing well-being
throughout an animal's life, our team regularly conducts quality-of-life
assessments which help us understand the welfare of our animals as they age
or live with chronic medical conditions. 

regular health
check-ups for all

animals

155

preventative
health exams

57



CuriOdyssey renewed its support as a
partner of the American Zoo

Association's Wildlife Trafficking
Alliance (WTA). WTA is an

organization that works closely with
state and federal agencies, and other
conservation partners to reduce - and
eventually eliminate - the illegal trade

of wildlife and wildlife products.
CuriOdyssey also serves on the

veterinary working group for the
Wildlife Trafficking Alliance. 

CuriOdyssey's Conservation Department cultivated a partnership with UC
Master Gardeners, with volunteers generously sharing their time and
expertise to guide the planning and maintenance of our native garden

revitalization initiative. 



EDUCATION
Learning that sparks lifelong wonder
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Camp sessions at CuriOdyssey continue to inspire the
next generation of explorers. This year we welcomed 512
campers and the largest Leaders-in-Training cohort in our
history, with 41 teenagers volunteering for a combined
6,000 hours of service. 

Our Camp Inclusion Team ensures that every child is
supported in ways that allow them to fully engage, grow,
and thrive at camp. This year, we spent a combined
1,650+ hours in camp providing accommodations and
individualized support to 92 campers. In a survey sent to
families served by the Camp Inclusion Team, 94% of
respondents said their child felt included, understood,
and comfortable asking for help during camp. 

3,290
children received a scholarship
for a school program or youth

and family program, our largest
number of recipients to date. 

30%
of Education

Program
participants

attended on  a
scholarship

66
organizations

received
scholarships for

field trips or
science workshops
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The STEMCorps Mentor

Program connected 

student mentees with STEM
professionals, providing each

mentee with 10+ hours of
hands-on STEM learning and

career guidance.

STEMCorps empowers under-resourced youth
to pursue STEM learning opportunities.
Through informal mentoring sessions between
youth and STEM professionals, leadership
opportunities for students of color,
professional development programs for
educators serving under-resourced youth, and
community partnerships, STEMCorps strives
to create new pathways and inspire BIPOC
students to explore STEM-related careers.
Developing future generations of diverse,
science-fluent critical thinkers is essential as
we face serious global challenges.

81% 93%
of mentees
agreed that

their mentor
helped them
enjoy science

of mentees said
that they liked

the STEM
Mentor program

https://stemcorps.curiodyssey.org/
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INSPIRING EXHIBITS
Innovative, hands-on attractions that you won’t see anywhere else

This year, our exhibitions team continued to push the boundaries
of hands-on learning through cross-departmental collaboration
and innovative design. By blending science, nature, and sensory
discovery, we created experiences that invite visitors of all ages to
engage more deeply with the world around them.

A major highlight was the collaborative work with the
Conservation Department, which led to two innovative
installations. The “Root Viewer” exhibit allows visitors to closely
examine the complex root structures of living plants, offering a
unique perspective on subterranean biology. Another notable
creation is “Sound of Wood,” an auditory experience that lets
visitors explore and compare the different tones and acoustics
produced by various species of native California trees.

Additionally, we continued to enhance our winter lights science
exhibition, IlluminOdyssey, by introducing new exhibits, including
a mesmerizing example where visitors can create a kaleidoscope
of color using polarized light.

In addition to our new exhibits, we also we also rebuilt or
refurbished 4 of our existing classic exhibits. Each of our exhibits
is custom-made here at CuriOdyssey. Our collection reflects our
commitment to transforming observation into discovery and
sparking wonder long after visitors leave.

11
new exhibits created by

our talented staff for
visitors to experience

Fall into Science was
launched for its second

year as a seasonal
exhibition, highlighting

Halloween illusion
science and the return

of other offerings, such
as the Bone Zone,

carnivorous plants, and
autumn decor.

https://curiodyssey.org/exhibits-events/fall-into-science/


Celebrating the eighth year of our extraordinary “Science of Light” exhibit

visitors explored
IlluminOdyssey

 contributing to a record
17 days of 1,000+ visitor

attendance

37,808
Many thanks to the generous sponsors who made

this season of IlluminOdyssey possible: 

https://curiodyssey.org/exhibits-events/illuminodyssey/


NEW EXPERIENCES
Launching innovative ways for visitors of all ages to explore

We were thrilled to launch two new experiences this year: the Nature Story
Loop and Nature Play Garden, additions that invite families and visitors of all
ages to share their connections with the natural world, as well as hear the
sounds and voices of others doing the same.

The Nature Story Loop is a self-guided storybook trail and each stop along
the loop highlights a unique environmental theme. The trail teaches about
climate justice, biodiversity, and even the mental health benefits of time
outdoors. 

As families journey through the trail, you might spot a familiar plant, hear
birdsong, or learn something new from a red-legged frog. Available in English
and Spanish, this storytelling experience is part of our growing Conservation
Trail—an evolving journey through our campus that links science, sensory
experiences, and the real animals that are in our care.  Along the trail, we
invite guests to share images and stories that capture their own personal
nature experiences. These visitor reflections will become part of a shared,
community-powered archive that celebrates our relationships with the
environment.

The Nature Play Garden focuses on biodiversity, environmental justice, soil
health, and climate resilience, while offering a great opportunity for children
and caretakers to indulge their green thumbs and cultivate a love of native
plants and pollinators. Volunteers are onsite help identify plants and
encourage kids to use all their senses to explore the space.



SENSORY SUNDAYS
Creating welcoming experiences for every young explorer

Sensory Sundays are for
visitors who are
neurodivergent or have
sensory access needs,
and provide a free
afternoon of museum
and zoo exploration,
science activities,
storytime, pop-up
exhibits, and animal
encounters.
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Many thanks to the generous sponsors who made Sensory Sundays possible this year:

visitors over 
4 events

1,042



6

5,037
visitors enjoyed live music, food vendors,

educational and exhibit offerings, and animal
encounters at this monthly event

11
First Friday

Nights

https://curiodyssey.org/exhibits-events/first-friday-nights/
https://curiodyssey.org/exhibits-events/first-friday-nights/
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FINANCIAL REVIEW

Philanthropic
Contributions

$1,541,240

Admissions
$1,122,565

Membership Dues
$778,665

Program Fees
$736,330

Special Events
$632,948

Facility Rentals
$317,853

Store
$115,853

Public Programs
& Exhibits

$1,443,396

Wildlife Care
$1,094,398

Buildings & Grounds
$1,045,827

Outreach & Store
$1,041,152

School
Services &
Volunteers
$413,727

FY2025
OPERATING

REVENUE
$5,244,797

FY2025
PROGRAM
EXPENSES

$5,038,500



$100,000+
The Eric Lillybeck Living Trust
Laurel and Steven Miranda
Ashish Motivala and 
   Nilofer Motiwala
The David and 
   Lucile Packard Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous
Eucalyptus Foundation
Sharon and Joel Friedman
TomKat Foundation
Woodlawn Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Thelma Doelger Charitable Trust
Robert and Dana Emery 
   Family Foundation
Robin Fox
Genentech Foundation
The Greene Family
Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation
Natasha Khachaturian Azzam
The Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation
Oracle
Igor and Sophie Perisic
PNC Foundation
Synopsys Outreach Foundation
Elizabeth and James Yawn

$10,000-$24,999
The Addison Family
Atkinson Foundation
Bella Charitable Foundation
Jessica Bernhardt and 
   Dr. Ted Goldstein
   in honor of Abigail Bernhardt
Stuart E. Builder, Ph.D. and 
   Rev. Polly Moore
Jackie Chang and Fred Huang
Mei and Herald Chen
Anu Datta and 
   Stephanie LeMar-Datta
Chrissy Dobson and John Bicket
Dodge & Cox
Juan and Renée Galá
Robert and Andrea Irvin
Brent and Belinda Johnson
Bharath and Kalpi Kadaba
Allison and Jamie Keenan
Danielle and Dave Kling
Linda and Sterling Lanier
Kelly and Mike Markson
Morton Foundation
Victor and Jennifer Parker
James and Kaye Slavet
Edward Torous and 
   Katherine Hagey
Bruce and Frances Wright
Marcin Żukowski  and  
   Ania Chmielowiec

$5,000-$9,999
Matt and Mia Alioto
Justin Berger and Crystal Miran
Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
Thomas and Joan Brown
Anne Campbell and Michelle Green
Alice Chen and Jason Tsai
Danny Conway and Mia Conway
Shruti Deorah and Kashyap Deorah
First Citizens Bank
Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and 
   Katrina D. Glide Foundation
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
Anu Hariharan and 
   Ram Parameswaran
   in honor of Ashish Motivala and 
   Nilu Motiwala
IBM Corporation
Elizabeth Jardina and Brian Stoler
Stephanie and James Judah
Steven and Jennifer Kaufman
Kerns Fine Jewelry
Teri Kil and Trevor Watt
Jamie and Jason Kilar
Kevin and Hyun-Joo Laws
Amar Mehta and Rani Bhuva
David and Lisa Mendell
Craig Michaels and 
   Debora Halloran
Sascha and Mimi Mornell
PNC Bank
Constance Sevier
Bessie and Billy Seybold
Scott M. Shambarger
David and Jayne Sungail
Harrison and Marilyn Tempest

Your support paves the way for the next generation of problem-solvers,
innovators, and environmental stewards who will change and shape our world.

Recognizing contributions received between 10/1/2024–9/30/2025

WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS



$2,500-$4,999
Nisha Ahluwalia and Amit Vyas
Anderson Yazdi Hwang 
   Minton + Horn LLP
Beneficial State Bank
Bothin Foundation
Terri Bullock
Terri D. Bullock Family Foundation
The Calihan Family
CharterUP
Rachel and Marc Cyr
Ann Diederich
Paul and Christina Diercks
Jill and Christopher Escher
Five Star Bank
Al and Joy Ghamgosar
Brian and Beth Grossman
Jack and Nina Herndon
The Jue Family
JMS Development Partners
Jusla Catering LLC
Julie and Albert Lee
Lynn and Curt Metzger
Stu and Meg McLaughlin
Q Motiwala and Aparna Motiwala
Narose LLC
Marc and Rebecca Owen
Omakase Group of San Francisco
Mark and Leslie Ragsdale
Joel and Melissa Selcher
Karen and Blake Simon
Conroy Shum and Aurora Young
Sandra Tan and Casing Chu
Sheila and George Tichy
Terra Ferma Landscapes Design
UCSF Health-GoHealth 
   Urgent Care
Warriors Community Foundation
Valerie Wong and 
   Javier Ruiz Cabrera
Heather Zimmerman and 
   Evan Adams

$1,000-$2,499
AbilityPath
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Arguello Catering
Brian Baum and Moira Geraghty
Alison and Mike Baxley
Luarnie Bermudo-Barber and 
   Marcus Barber
Aidymar Bigio and James Pak
Eric and Carrie Bookstein
The Robert Brownlee Foundation
Brittany and Josh Burns
Laura Cannon and Juan Escobar
Cinco Hermanos Fund
Maureen and Brian Coleman
Serena Conti
Dan and Linda Cooperman
Jim and Susanne Dern
Claudia Dierkes-Banks and 
   Sundance Banks
Diana and Stephen Dohrmann
Katherine and Casey Dougan
Lorri and Alex Dyner
Alan and Joan Earhart
Kathleen Egan and Rod Ferguson
Maya and David Eichler
Sarah Emmott and Parker Emmott
James and Aimee Evangelista
Stephanie and John Filson
Frank and Jeanne Fischer
Gail Friedman and Martin Harband
Elizardo and Cassandra Fuentes
Alexander and Kaarin Hardy
Austin and Erin Haugen
Christopher Heiser and 
   Kate Heiland
Marian and Tom Hill
Vanita Jindal and 
   Amay Champaneria
Brian and Joan Johnson
David and Rachel Kammeyer
Jessica and Matt Kane
Melissa and Brandon Kaplan
Faye Kasemset and 
 Christopher Overholtzer
Christopher and Nina Keys
Laura and Arjun Kurpad
Amy Krystosik and Alvaro Alvarez
Paul and Grace Leung

Linda and Sid Liebes
Tina Kuo and Jeff Lin
Maria Theresa Lopez
Paul Lorton
Tiffany and Jeremy Lui
Amanda Lupoli and Michael Lupoli
Made Out of Dough
Lysa Marcouillier and 
   Michael Riachy
David and Linda Maschwitz
Herbert Masters
Steve and Catherine Matuszak
Robert Moore and 
   Joann Blessing Moore
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Lynette Mullens
NFINITY Cellars
Novo Nordisk
Dossym Nurmukhanov and 
   Aditi Kale
Opening Doors Parent 
   Teacher Association
Palo Alto Networks
PARCA Auxiliary
Jaime and Satya Patel
David and Michelle Pauling
Peter Pawlowski and Sherri Hansen
Margi and Thomas Power
Nico and Marie Reed
Jenny Richardson
Amanda and Matt Rinkoff
Russ and Miranda Rising
Courtney and Christopher Rodgers
David Sedano
Lissa and Steve Seem
Roshni Shah and Josef Manfredonia
Rich and Heidi Skrenta
The Stern Family
Terri Tienken
Jason and YoonSung Ting
Jeffrey and Winnie Ting
Leslie and Mike Trigg
G.W. Williams Foundation
Michelle and Tyler WolfKlain
Sheila and Gerald Wroblewski
Ann Yalung
Jessica Yu and Nicholas Tompkins
Pria and Annamma Zachariah



$250-$999
Nicola Acutt
Luisa and David Adams
Ankur Agrawal and Mahima Govil 
George Anders and
   Elizabeth Corcoran
Karen and Michael Andreacchi
Anonymous 
Greg Arkus
Afia Asamoah and Dan Reed
Brett Babin and Vanessa Heckman 
Bayer USA Foundation 
Cathy and Duncan Beardsley
Volha and Nicholas Beato 
Andrew Becker and
    Adrienne Bronstein
Abigail Bernhardt
Sue Berryman
Mrs. Ida G. Braun
Marilee Brooks
Pilar Burlingham
Paul and Lorraine Canton
   in honor of Mark Canton 
   and Kate Jesse 
Nancy Capelli
Carmel Valley Ranch
John and Nancy Cassidy
Remy Chang and Yanlin Xiong
Steve and Danielle Chamberlin
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
Xianwen Chen and Hungwei Chih
Karen and Dallan Clancy
Mr. Joshua G. Cooperman and
   Dr. Patricia Dailey
Costco Wholesale Corporation
James and Kristen Cowan
Joy and Scott Dario
Frank Davis and Julie Fleischer 
Liz Derr and Marvin Cross
Sharon and Fred Diercks
Ann Domm
Guyton Durnin
Jennifer and Timothy Elliott
Frances Epler-Cox
Angela and Miguel Espinosa
Gayle Etienne and James Pettee
Faire Wholesale Inc.
Jessup Ferris and
   Shannon Adams-Ferris
Linda Fitzpatrick

Leslie and Lynn Fong
Jan Regala Freeman
James and Christina Funk
Jim and Shanna Gellas
Virginia and Michael Gibbs
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
Crystal Glenn and Jordan Harband 
Google
Kelly and Daniel Grimaldi
Zoya Grishashvili
John and Verma Harelson
Yvonne Harris and
   Amberinne Humphrey
Adam Harvey and Celeste Wong
Andrea Hawksley and
   Andrew Lutomirski
Lee Schubert Hepworth and
   Jed Hepworth
Steven Hibshman
Jessica Hickingbotham
The Hiller Aviation Museum
Stephen Holmes and Rose Mukhar 
Herman Hsu and Qi Zhang
Jamie and Sinclair Hwang
David and Sue Istock
Izzi Early Education
Lisa Jakobovits and Paul Nangeroni 
Lily and Matthew Johnson
Julie and Paul Kavanagh
Susan Ketcham and Anne Casscells 
Jacob and Sasha Ketchum
Aleks and Heather Krumins
Clayton and Lucy Lee 
Vivien Leong and Ken Su
Eve Lerman and Jerome Lerman
Christine Lieu and Stanley Hu
Marilyn Loushin-Miller 
   in memory of Dr. Art Miller 
Karen Lucian and Carol Piraino
Carissa and Justin Massongill
William and Joanne McCreery
Amy and Robert McHugh
Amy Meinres
Alison Metz
Andrea M. Warner Molinari
Michael Moloney and
   Courtney Avery
Monterey Bay Aquarium

Alison Mora
Matthew Murray and Lisa Martin
Dena and Darren Myers
   in honor of Riley “Bug” Myers
Cathie Nelson and Ron Dubois
NetApp
Lynn and Paul Nieberding
Wendy and Craig Nishizaki
Scott and Christina Nunn
NVIDIA
Oddball Snacks
Kayla Ogden and Shawn Andrews
Janis Owen
Jane Pade
    in honor of Mary Alice Kelly 
Heidi Pan and Michael Zhang
Ellen Peel
Rachel Perkel and Shawn Becker
Lindsay and Alex Ramsay
James Rockafellow and
   Marcia Marcellini
Adam and Michelle Rogoyski
Bernard and Shelley Ross
Elizabeth Schuck and Teri Pickle
Jenny and Jay Shain
Jithin Shaji
Peg and Marsh Shambarger
Emily and Jonathan Siddharth
Mehrnaz Boroumand Smith and     
   Brian Smith
Ya-Chi and Danny Su
Wanyi Sun and Xinan Luo
Taiwanese American Junior 
   Chamber of Commerce 
Karolina Trofimov
Diana Turner
Dahlia and Ronn Uchihara
UCSF - Parnassus
Voya Financial
J. R. and S. D. Waaland
Mrs. Patricia C. Way
Wells Fargo Foundation
Kirsten White
Tiffany Wu and Stephen Lee



GIVE TODAY

REDWOOD SOCIETY
CuriOdyssey’s Redwood Society recognizes
those who have chosen to support
CuriOdyssey through planned giving.

Julia Bott
Laurel Brinkman
Thomas and Joan Brown
Susan and John Carver
Sharon and Joel Friedman
Paul E. Hazelrig Jr., MD and 
   Victoria Hull Hazelrig 
Dale and Sue Kocienski
Linda and Sterling Lanier
Lorry I. Lokey
Eleanor L Macdonald 1999 Trust
Adrian D. McNamara, Jr. and 
   Constance C. McNamara 
   Revocable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Montgomery
Suze Moon
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Osborne
Raptor Conservancy of Virginia
Constance Sevier
Mrs. Edwin Taylor
Terri Tienken
In Memory of Marie Travis 
Diana Turner
Margaret G. Utterback Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Way
Penny Wilkins and Paul Grishaber

CuriOdyssey is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID #94-1262434. 

1651 Coyote Point Drive   |   San Mateo, CA 94401   |   (650) 342-7755   |   www.curiodyssey.org

https://www.facebook.com/CuriOdyssey/
https://www.instagram.com/curiodyssey/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CuriOdyssey/
https://curiodyssey.org/give-now/
https://curiodyssey.org/give-now/
http://www.curiodyssey.org/

