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In"2011, the'institution made bold changes that were met with enthusiastic and wholehearted support. Aftermaking a major

change in the institution’s name, attendance increased 10% in the last fiscal year, membership revenue was up 25%, and our

summer camps were 93% full within the first week of registration. Read on to learn about other highlights of the past year.

A NEW NAME

In 2011, we made an exciting and invigorating
change: we got a new name. Over the last

few years, we've made a number of significant
changes. We've developed new programs, opened
three new exhibitions, brought in new animals,
and de-installed our 30-year-old exhibition,

“The Place Called San Mateo.” These changes
have helped us clarify who we are and what we

do — we bring children and families up close
with the natural world. The name “Coyote Point
Museum” no longer reflected the exciting changes
we had made and was associated with a struggling
institution. On January 15, 2011, the institution
officially changed its name to CuriOdyssey. The
new name reflects the positive direction of the
organization and the changes we have already
made in our ongoing effort towards revitalization.

RECOGNITION

CuriOdyssey was recognized with multiple
awards this past year. In May 2011, CuriOdyssey
was awarded a Make magazine Education
Award at the San Francisco Bay Area Maker
Faire — a DIY festival of science, innovation,
and creativity. For the third year in a row,
CuriOdyssey was recognized by Bay Area
Parent magazine as a Family Favorite. Finally,
the institution was awarded the Nickelodeon
Parents Connect “Parents’ Pick Award” for Best
Museum in the San Francisco metro area.

NEW ANIMALS

This year, CuriOdyssey welcomed new members
to its animal family. In the Spring, we added

a baby Red Fox to our Animal Ambassadors
program. Our Animal Ambassadors are
instrumental in programming that helps educate

schools, groups, and visitors. Our zoo keepers
have been working hard to train her so she

can be included in future presentations and
public programming. Also, during the summer
we received two Cattle Egrets, a California
Red-Sided Garter Snake, San Diego Mountain
Kingsnakes, and Band-tailed Pigeons.

NEW EXHIBITION OPENS

In June, the institution opened its third
exhibition, Backyard Science. The ten outdoor
exhibits allow families to move beyond the walls
of a science lab to investigate scientific phenomena
in their own backyards. These exhibits join
CuriOdyssey’s two other standing exhibitions,
The Science of Nature and Tinkering.

NATIONAL CREDIBILITY

CuriOdyssey continues to be recognized as a
thought leader in informal science education. In
March 2011, CuriOdyssey staff members presented
on the subject of preschool and elementary science
education at the 2011 National Science Teachers
Association conference in San Francisco.

In addition, the Association of Zoos & Aquariums
(AZA) granted accreditation to CuriOdyssey.
While the institution has been accredited for the
previous 10 years, institutions must successfully
complete this rigorous accreditation process every
five years. For the third time since the inception of
our Wildlife Habitats, CuriOdyssey underwent a
thorough investigation by AZA officials to ensure
that we have and will continue to meet the AZA’s
ever-rising standards for animal care, veterinary
programs, conservation, education, safety, and
visitor service.

Lastly, CuriOdyssey zoo keepers were awarded the
American Association of Zoo Keepers (AAZK)
Certificate of Merit for Zoo Keeper Education. This
award is given to organizations that actively work
to promote educational programs and recognizes
CuriOdyssey’s longtime commitment to providing
opportunities such as its zoo keeper apprenticeship
program, a six-month adult volunteer internship,
and a keeper-in-training program. In addition,
CuriOdyssey zoo keeper, Jennifer Gale, was
recognized with the AAZK’s Lee Houts Excellence
in Enrichment Award, for the exceptional work
she has done developing a comprehensive animal
enrichment program at CuriOdyssey.
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STORIES OF IMPACT

¢ We have seen a dramatic change in our daughter
Mariko as a result of CuriOdyssey’s Camp Leader-in-
Training program.

Mariko's teachers warned us that seventh grade is the
most challenging grade for girls emotionally, socially, and
academically, but so far we have seen just the opposite.

Mariko has become completely engaged and focused
on academics. She's also been involved in numerous
extracurricular activities, including soccer. During her
soccer season, it became evident how much she truly
benefitted from her training as a camp Leader-in-Training.

At the end of each soccer game, the two players who
demonstrated their personal best received a five dollar
award. After a game, Mariko was recognized for her
personal best, and she received five dollars. She absolutely
beamed with pride when she received this honor! But
moments after receiving the award, Mariko gave her five
dollars to a teammate who felt terrible about an error she
made during the game. Mariko fold her she deserved the
five dollars because she really did try to do her best even
though she made a mistake.

| could not have been more proud of Mariko for her
demonstration of teamwork, selflessness, compassion, and
maturity. She attributed her ability to give up something she
worked so hard to earn because of what she learned about
teamwork and leadership as a camp Leader-in-Training.

Mariko credits much of her recent transformation to the
experience she had this past summer at camp. So, thank
you for all that you and your wonderful staff have done for
her and our family! 22/

Alyssa, Mother of Mariko
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The Board of Trustees and staff of CuriOdyssey wish to express

our sincere appreciation to the following individuals and

organizations for their generous support between July 1, 2010

and June 30, 2011.
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STORIES OF IMPACT

€€ When we got home from

our class at CuriOdyssey,
[my daughter] spent about
three hours in our back
yard unearthing stones o
observe the creatures under
them....your homeschool
class really inspired her?

Homeschool
program parent

Joan Paul

Mrs. Helen Pearse

Dr. Lawrence Peterson

Margi and Tom Power

Agatha and J. Anthony Precourt Jr.
Eric Richert and Margaret Sloan
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Shambarger

John Sheridan and
Kathleen O’Rourke

Warren and Nancy Simmons
Jenifer and John Smyth
Henry and Matlene Stern
David and Jayne Sungail
Mrs. Robert Swanson

Doris M. Thompson

Terri Tienken

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Warner
Trevor and Teri Watt

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wilbur
Allen & Company LLC

The Barkley Fund

The Bear’s Heart Fund at Charles
Schwab Charitable Fund

The Mervyn L. Brenner
Foundation, Inc.

‘The Robert Brownlee Foundation
The Clorox Company Foundation
Employee Giving Campaign
Dodge & Cox

The Doering Family Foundation,
LTD.

Ellis Family Fund, an advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation

Gap Foundation Gift Match
Program

Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and Katrina
D. Glide Foundation

Louise and Howard Karr Fund,
an advised fund of Silicon Valley
Community Foundation

Tim Kennedy Design

Lakeside Foundation

MacCorkle Insurance Service, Inc.
Anne and Jim McWilliams Fund

Keith McWilliams, Mt. Eden
Investment Advisors

Melons Catering and Events

Helen and Thomas Merigan
Charitable Trust

‘The Precourt Foundation

The Ritz Carlton, Half Moon Bay
School of Rock, San Mateo

‘The Speramus Foundation
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Whole Foods Market

The G.W. Williams Foundation,
an advised fund of Silicon Valley

Community Foundation

35 My eight-year-old was
thrilled at the opportunity
to dissect a grasshopper,
rat, and chick. | never did
anything like this until |
was in 7th grqde!”
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“There's nothing better than live
animals coming to our classroom. My
students fall over themselves [for the]
hermit crabs and silkworms that live in
our classroom...so you can imagine the

reaction your hedgehog, gopher snake,

vulture, and ferret got.
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€| loved how many docents were

showing various animals, giving my
students more exposure to different
creatures, and sharing their love of and
knowledge of animals...

b))
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€¢| couldn't believe how
much the kids learned. My
kids continued the camp
at home, pretending to

be counselors, creating
‘habitats’ for the snails

in our gardens, talking
about rocks and how the
sun is made of gas. It's
unbelievable how you

made science such fun.>?

Parent of CuriOdyssey
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“My son has always
gotten so much from the
camps and programs. It
has helped make him very
aware of caring for the
earth, animals, and how

things work?
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43 My daughter loved
her trip to the marsh. She
talked about it so much
that we went fo visit the
marsh again as a family
that very weekend so
she could show us all the
places she explored with
her class?
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1651 Coyote Point Drive

San Mateo, CA 94401-1097

Curi@dyssey

AT COYOTE POINT

Events (December — February)

WINTER BREAK
EXPLORER DAYS

December 20-23 and
December 27-30
10am-3pm

Spin your own handmade top,
light up the room with circuits,
and much more! Activities

will change daily, so there’s
something new fo learn about
science each day.

WINTER CAMP

Session 1: December 19-23
Session 2: December 26-30
am-4pm

Grades: 1-2 & 3-4

CuriOdyssey’s Winter Camp
will spark excitement, curiosity,
and rich exploration of the
world around us. Campers

will fabricate insect collection
devices and investigate the
pork's invertebrates, construct
a windsock to find the best
location to fly a kite, and create
a journal to record thoughts and
observations.

Sign up online: www.
CuriOdyssey.org/activities/

winter-camps

HOMESCHOOLERS’
WORKSHOPS

December 6, 2011

Homeschoolers can engage
in science through workshops
about animal adaptations,

the physics of flight, bridge
construction, and more.
Appropriate for children aged

5-11. Pre-registration is required.

http://www.curiodyssey.org/
schools-groups/homeschools

SCIENCE EXPLORERS

Fridays
8:30am-noon

Does your preschooler love
to explore, ask all types of
questions, and get excited
when discovering something
new? Then Science Explorers
classes are for you. Each
session features a different
science theme. Pre-registration
is required. Learn more and
register online: htp:/www.
curiodyssey.org/activities/
classes-workshops

SCIENCE TOGETHER

Tuesdays
9:30am-10:30am

Investigate botany, bubbles,
clouds, and chemistry! This
class isn't just for preschoolers

~ parents or caregivers are
engaged as together they enjoy
hands-on exploration of science
and the natural world. Pre-
registration is required. Register
online: http://www.curiodyssey.
org/activities/classes-workshops

WINTERFEST
(Members only!)

Sunday, January 29
10am-12pm

Join us for an exclusive winter
celebration with science
activities and refreshments - just
for our valued members! Tickets
must be purchased in advance.

WEEKEND WORKSHOPS:

= Tors & Yo-Yos
January 21
10:30am-12pm

It's time fo do science with
toys! Make tops and yo-yos
from everyday materials,
learn about physics, gather
data, and draw conclusions.

m ANIMAL ENRICHMENT

February 18
10:30am-12pm

Find out all about animal
Tt p

enrichment” and create an
enrichment package for our
animals.

Weekend workshops are for
adults and children aged 6-11.
Member: $20 (one adult, one
child); Non-member: $25 (one
adult, one child).
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ONGOING PROGRAMS

Check our website for daily
activities, shows, and talks.
Meet our animals and get up
close with science!

www.CuriOdyssey.org

The holidays are almost
here! Consider giving

the gift of membership

or Adopting an Animal
for your loved one. And
remember — CuriOdyssey
members always

receive 10% off from the

CuriOdyssey Shop!
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